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DO THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
HAVE PLANS FOR RURAL AMERICA?
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Note: Bullock, Castro, De Blasio, Gabbard, Harris, and Williamson have not yet released rural plans. 

*Indicates source is not a formally released rural plan. 



TRADE PLANS

"While Trump is pursuing a damaging and erratic trade war without any real
strategy, President Biden will stand up to China by working with our allies to
negotiate from the strongest possible position. And, he’ll make sure our trade
policy works for American farmers."

Sanders will "Develop fair trade partnerships that do not drive down the prices paid
to food producers and that, instead, protect farmers here and abroad."

"As part of my new plan, I’ll fundamentally change our negotiation process so that
rural communities are explicitly represented at the table, and use our leverage to
demand more for workers and farmers by raising standards worldwide."

"In her first 100 days as President, she will restart the President’s Export Council,
which brings together business, labor, and agricultural leaders with Members of
Congress and key Administration officials to help promote a comprehensive export
and trade strategy."

"U.S. agriculture feeds our country and much of the world. We have to end the
trade wars and expand markets for U.S. agriculture."

"[Prioritizing the interests of our farmers] means not picking trade fights with no
strategy and instead building global alliances to forge fair trade deals that benefit
our farmers and workers because the prosperity of both is interdependent."

"As president, I would work with rural America to end these awful trade wars."



AGRICULTURE PLANS

"The Biden Administration will expand the Obama-Biden Administration’s microloan program for new
and beginning farmers, doubling the maximum loan amount to $100,000. And, it will increase funding
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s farm ownership and operating loans."

"We need to address corporate consolidation and control of our food and agriculture system — all the
way up the food chain from seed companies; fruit, vegetable, and grain growers; food processors; food
distributors; and grocery chains."

"I’ve pledged to address consolidation in the agriculture sector by reviewing — and reversing — anti-
competitive mergers and breaking up big agribusinesses that have become vertically integrated."

"The concentration across agricultural markets and steep decline in family farms have resulted in an
increasingly anti-competitive industry. Senator Klobuchar is committed to reducing barriers for family
farmers and promoting fair, transparent practices that increase competition."

Delaney will "invest in research to help agriculture deal with climate change through better technology
and soil management" and "redesign anti-trust regulations to address concentration of power in the
agriculture economy."

"Farmers should receive support from USDA to develop new practices that put carbon back into their
soils, reduce inputs, and limit nutrient loss. Under my administration, we will give farmers the resources
they need to be champions for the climate."

Buttigieg "promises $50 billion over 10 years from USDA in research and development of technology
and practices that producers can use to fight or mitigate climate change" and "lower reporting
requirements for mergers, reviving a USDA agency responsible for ensuring open and fair competition in
the agricultural marketplace, and expand its field operation in rural communities to improve antitrust
oversight."

"Those living in rural America aren't looking for handouts. They don't want anyone's pity. They want a
partner who will empower them, invest in them and allow them to make a profit as they grow the food
and fiber that feeds and clothes us all."

Booker has "introduced one anti-merger bill that would impose a moratorium on mergers of large
grocery companies and farms."

"Having a real rural agenda, which I have, to go into these rural communities and make sure these
farmers are making money by sequestering carbon, helping farmers convert over to regenerative
agriculture so that we can build more resiliency into the soil."



HEALTH CARE PLANS

"The Biden Administration will provide rural health care providers with funding and flexibility necessary
to identify, test, and deploy innovative approaches to keeping their doors open and providing care for
the unique needs of rural communities."

"Provide funding to rebuild and expand rural health care infrastructure, including hospitals, maternity
wards, mental health clinics, dental clinics, dialysis centers, home care services, ambulance services, and
emergency departments in rural areas."

"Medicare already has special designations available to rural hospitals, but they must be updated to
match the reality of rural areas. I will create a new designation that reimburses rural hospitals at a
higher rate, relieves distance requirements, and offers flexibility of services by assessing the needs of
their communities."

"As President, Senator Klobuchar would revise our Medicare rules to help rural hospitals stay open,
provide expanded support to our critical access hospital and community health centers, over half of
which are located in rural areas, and dramatically expand telehealth services."

Delaney will "create incentives for doctors and other health care professionals to move to and serve
rural communities" and ensure there aren't "health disparities and doctor shortages in rural America."

"I will invest in rural health infrastructure like hospitals and clinics, but we have to build capacity with
innovative delivery systems that best meet the needs of rural communities"

"We need to lift rural communities up as places of opportunity, both for this generation and future ones.
That work begins by deploying investment and innovation to secure the health of all rural residents,
whether that’s a veteran struggling with mental health challenges or a Native woman giving birth."

Booker will "push for the expansion of Medicaid in states like South Carolina that have resisted the
move in order to bolster rural health care services."

"the Bennet Administration will make it a top priority to expand health coverage to every community in
America. This includes a comprehensive approach to closing the rural-urban health care divide."

"We should enable a new class of Primary Care Specialists or Nurse Practitioners to provide health care
to patients in rural and indigent areas in order to increase access to quality healthcare and
preventative/maintenance medicine at a lower cost."



EDUCATION PLANS

"In the months ahead, Biden will release a higher education proposal which will
include a policy to support small, low-endowment private colleges that are often
anchor institutions in rural communities."

"We must prepare the next generation to rebuild, rather than to abandon,
rural America. We must guarantee a strong public education system from
childcare up to college and jobs training programs for every child and young
adult in America."

My plan to cancel up to $50,000 in student loan debt will mean that recent
graduates won’t need to flock to urban centers to find jobs that will help them pay
down these loans. And my plan to provide universal free technical, two-year, and
four-year public college will make sure that no student is ever put in this situation
again.

Buttigieg will "reduce the teacher shortage in rural areas by 50% within 15 years"
and "increase the proportion of rural adults with a bachelor's degree by 25 percent
over the next decade through federal investment, loan forgiveness for teachers and
the aforementioned free public college plan."

"As part of her previously announced “Progress Partnerships” Senator Klobuchar
will help improve rural schools by encouraging states to create funding formula
commissions to improve equity and establish equitable school infrastructure
funding mechanism."

Delaney will give "student loan forgiveness for people that live and work in these
[rural] communities for 10 years."

Gillibrand will "fund training partnerships between community colleges,
community-based and labor organizations, and employers to prepare the rural
workforce for tech jobs across industries like clean energy, advanced
manufacturing, cybersecurity, and health IT."



BROADBAND PLANS

"High-speed broadband is essential in the 21st Century economy. Yet far too many rural communities
still don’t have access to it... Investing $20 billion in rural broadband infrastructure has the potential
to create more than a quarter million new jobs. The Biden Plan will triple Community Connect
broadband grants and partner with municipal utilities to bring cutting-edge broadband connections
to communities across rural America."

"It is absurd that we do not have universal, high quality, affordable broadband access for every single
American...Quality broadband is essential for health care services, education and for the day-to-day
needs of rural Americans."

"I will make sure every home in America has a fiber broadband connection at a price families can afford.
That means publicly-owned and operated networks — and no giant ISPs running away with taxpayer
dollars."

"To compete globally, we must be digitally connected. Pete will launch an ambitious and holistic Internet
for All initiative to ensure all communities have affordable access to this necessary technology to create
businesses, access health care, and expand opportunities for students of all ages to learn and thrive."

Delaney will "Expand and invest in tele-health, including investments in broadband."

"I will ensure rural America shares in the opportunity of the digital economy. Rural America is a field of
potential if provided a chance to adapt and succeed. We will invest $60 billion to connect all rural
Americans to high-speed Internet, including next generation gigabit systems."

"They [rural Americans] have limited access to economic necessities like broadband, which they need to
finish their education, look for a job, start a business or sell what they grow to the world."

"She will focus on creating accurate broadband maps to identify areas that lack adequate access,
bringing high-speed internet infrastructure to areas most in need, including by expanding Rural Utility
Service grants, and providing greater incentives for existing providers to upgrade their networks to
cover unserved and underserved areas."

"Every home, hospital, school, and farm without broadband is a failure of our ambition to build a 21st
century economy for everyone."


